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Dear Brrrunzu, 


+; I N E ED not make any conceſſions re- 5 
1 ſpecting my weakneſs and want of abi - 


„ ED. lity for the preſent undertaking, the — 

e lowing diſcourſe may perhaps be looked | 1 

| uponas a publication of it. However, Ihave — 1 
done the beſt I could, and no man can — 


5 beyond the abilities God hath given him. 


W uben the ſaid diſcourſe was delivered, you 

3 kindly teſtified your approbation, R 

was your deſire and requeſt that it might de 
| publiſhed; till then I had no thoughts c of. 


2 0 being printed, nor ſhould I have con- -. 
ſented to it, but conſidering the ſad declen- 


ſions in religion, and the awful diviſion in — 
| _ churches in this day of lukewarmneſs, 1 


” thought, though Plain, it might perhaps 5 


= be of ſome uſe. 


Ir it falls ſhort of being * well, I have : 
: the ſatisfaction to ſay it means well. You | 
. „ 
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iv DEDICATION. 

; will perceiye it is nat exactly as Ard, = 
I have made ſome little alterations, but the — 
ſenſe and the things are the ſame. I have 

left out nothing material, but have enlarg- | 

cd on ſome particulars, and made ſome ad. 
dtltions, that it might, by the bleſſing of 
| God, be more uſeful; which is the deſire 1 

and r of 0; friend and ſervant 1 * ; 
dhe Lord, 5 a: 


| Ealabrook, Fob. 24s TY „ 


ö 


. A 3 + ; ; ; 1 e * 


7 Ss  Afrert the Church had gone W 4 buſineſs . 

3 of the day, and ſome time was ſpent 1 
prayer; then Mr Walker proceeded. 1 
dreſs them on the occaliog, a and * as tob- 3 


: . 


BRETHREN, 


- 8 N ou have this day openly in e way * 1 
given yourſelves to the Lord, and undo 
one another in church-fellowſhip, and are 
no come into a viſible church- ſtate; you have, 
in the preſence of God, angels, and men, en- , 

|) gaged in the ſtrength of the Lord to walk to- 

1 gether in the faith and order of the goſpel; 
|. may the Lord help you ſo to do like Zacharias 
— f and Elizabeth of old, of whom it is ſaid, They 
were both righteous before God, walking in all tle 
2 commandments and ordinances 7 e . 
| 5 Luke i. 6. „ 
We have, 8 beheld with e 55 
your faith and order, and now look upon you as 
2 a diſtinR, viſible, inſtituted church of Chriſt, 
We wiſh you much of the Lord's preſence, that 
| fo you may walk comfortably together in the 
| ways of God, that . and proſperity my at- 
„„ 
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Rene tend you in your church-ſtate, and that you may | 

de favoured with a ſtated miniſtry of the word. 
ſuch as may be owned of God for converſion and 
EST yu mutual comfort and edification. 


on this oct 1 ſhall addreſs you in the 2a - 


. words of our Lord t to d his cre 


Fe M ATT. xxiii. 8. 
-A al, ye are zrubrin. 


. : This relative name we frequently m meet with! 1 
| GD | the word of God ; ; it is uſed and applied to men e N 
EE in different reſpects, and when applied to believ- - - | 
Es ers, it is expreſſive of their relation to God, to 
Chriſt, and one another, and it may with stet 
e 85 propriety be applied to you 232 church. What 5 
. Pen then: fd to his —_— be no ne 0 1 


el ave brivkres:.. 


” is ted from the mrs would ae 0 9 
mw two things; WY 
LT I. The conſideration of the relation i in which "> 


II. The rn _— are der es dcharge 


EO the duties incumbent an you in that relation. 1 EE 
5 begin with the firſt of theſe—ye are brethren, ,. 
5 In Chriſt, or in reſpect to your Ken . 
do him as memibers in his myſtical body, in this 
ſenſe Chriſt and his church are one, one myſti- 
cal body of which he is the head, and they (his 


people) are members in particular, 1 Cor. xii. 12. 


| The oſs a they are 215 many members — 
though 2 


8 
though in a —— ſenſe they are but few; 


3 the feweſt of all people, otherwiſe they are very nu- 
7 merous, a numberleſs number, which no man can 
number; yet is their number certain, nor can it 


de diminiſhed in God's book, where all Chriſt's N 
members are written, if any of them ſhould — 
5 miſſing when he counteth up the people, = « Rn 
myſtical body would not be complete; but this 
mmuuſt not be ſuppoſed, for it is the Father's _— L = 
N that of all which he hath * him he ſhould 5 


; boſe none, Jobn vi. 39. 


Chriſt as Mediator was form up . a 1 


= and became the public head and repreſentative of 5 = 
is church and people; he repreſented them in | 


election, they were choſen in him, and the cove- B 


nant of grace was made with them in him, and : 


all the bleſſings thereof were depoſited and put — 


1 into his hands for their uſe; grace was given them = 


in him before the world began, and they blefted — |} 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings 1 in Neuen pow. 1 ' 
1 Chriſt, 2 Tin. i. 9. Epb. i. 3. — 
In this covenant Chriſt became their. furery, DO 
- and engaged to do all that was neceſſary to pre- 
vent their ruin, and ſecure unto them the bleſs- 


1 | ings of grace and glory, and in conſequence of | | 
3 what he has done the promiſe of eternal life is 


$ laſting covenant are become the ſure mercies of 


his people, repreſented them in his obedience, | 


ſufferings, and death; and alſo in his burial, re- 


ſurrection, and aſcenſion into e hence it is 
5 ſaid 


. . . - * 3 pres . 
. . A by _ * 
wy « ; - . 7 . r " 8 4 . - — * 
5 . a I tot 17 *. . * * * « a " a wt N 2 p ' a : 5 i y 5 __ 
; - 3 1 [agree 1 r e . FL 7 G e . 8 . R . * * . 9 * * * oy g : 
— 4 — 3 * DBA. 2... 4 „ ans. td th Att" 3 1 ps. > s en x I . 3 . - : - . 


36383 —— YA ö ws — — — —— —— — r —— —— * 
—_—_— p * 3 — * Om ttt. aac S _—_— . we 5 


(8) 


Ok (aid, hy are ana that is, perfectly righteous 55 
in bim; to be dead and crucified with him, to be 
Buried and riſen with him, and to fit together in 
heavenly place in Chriſt Feſus, Eph. ii. 6, — . 

z2lã⁊es their forerunner is for them entered, Heb. vi. 0. 
Thus my friends ye are brethren, as confidered _ 
in your relation to the ſame head as members ß 
the ſame myſtical body, intereſted in the ſame 
ccovenant of grace, bleſſed with the ſame ſpiritual 
bdleſſings, and as having an equal ſhare in all the | 

| benefits ariſing from what Chriſt TO: Redeemer „„ 

da done for vn. — 2 
Srecſcondly, Ye are deten! in n or in re= 7 ob. 

1 755 ſpe to your relation to God as children. Adop- ws 
ſt.ocon is an act of ſovereign grace, and a ſurpriſing |} 
inſtance of divine love. Behold what manner of | 
bove the Father hath beftowed upon us, that we ſhould 
De called the ſons of God, 1 John iii. 1. This 
____ ſpiritual privilege is proper and peculiar to the 

celect of God, whom he predęſtinated to the adop- 5 
ion of cbiluren by Jeſus Cbriſt unto himſelf, Eph. i. 5. 
Ik̃᷑ is included in election, and inſeparably con- 

nected with it; and, if I may be allowed the ex- 
„ preflion, commenced with our relation to Chriſt. 
du is the foundation of all right both to grace |} 

-- al glory; for if children, then bheirs; beirs RE 
God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. viii. =] 

"Farther, the divine Spirit of God in the ſaints is 

the internal evidence of this their relation to him. 

He (the Spirit) does not, nor is it any part of his 
work to bring them into this relation, but as the 

_— of — he beareth witneſs with their 


ſpirit 


1 


pit that they a are the children of God, Kam: „ 
16. And again, Becauſe ye are ſons, God bath ſent 
forth the Spirit of bis Son into your hearts, crying .) 
- father, Gal. iv. 6. Faith on the Spirit's 
teeſtimony in the heart and conſcience of them 
ttlhat believe is the means by which they receive 
+ and enjoy the privilege of ſons; yet not the rela- 
7 tion itſelf, but the comfortable evidence of it, 
: - commences upon believing, Te are all the children 
F God openly, and 2 2 a 1 
| Wa Jeſus, Gal. iii. 26. _ 5 


Many and great are the dare infopdroly . 


the care both of his providence and of his grace, 


a n adoption; if children, Chriſt, with — 
All hismediatorial fulneſs, is your everlaſting por. 
3 tion, you have aright to ſay as the church, the Lord 
S 1 e ee er Thope in him, Lam. i it, 24. . 
8 — you in Chriſt, it had the Father thot i in bis 255 
| ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. i. 19. In Chriſt, your 
i > | heavenly Father hath ſettled on you an inherit 
ence incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
ca away, reſerved in heaven for you. You are, in con 
ſequence of your relation to God as your Father, 


be cares and provides for you, and will ſupply all | 


3 your wants, according to his riches in glory by Chris ie 
1 FTJeſus, Phil. iv. 19. He adorns your ſouls with 
the beautiful garments of ſalvation, cloaths and co- _ 
vers you with the glorious robe of Chriſt's righte- | 
|  oufneſs. He feeds you with the bread of life, bleſſes 
 Ziow's proviſion, and ſatisfies her poor with bread. 
Under all the trials, temptations, ſorrows, and 


„ 


* - Hae" —— y o " . . . . : PIs: — 0 * — _ p 


b 


_ OF attending you in life, — 
pity and compaſſion towards you; for as 4 father 


pitierh them that fear him, Pſalm ciii. 19. it is in 


his heart, and he delights to do them good, his 

hies are always pon the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their cry; their Father is always willing | 
hear their complaints, and ready at all times to 


ES” help, ſuccour, and relieve them in diſtreſs. Theſe _ 
things, brethren, ſhew the great obligations on 
3 5 are under to glorify your Father which is in hea- y 
ven. I The a Father, faith the Lord, where in 
mine bonour? Mal. i. 6. The way to honour God 
Is to act as he directs, and to be conformable to 
tion, and a cloſe walking 


yourſelves his reſentments in a way of fatherly re- 


dux. If his children forſake his law, and walk | 
* 1 he will 2 . * 


. Pe eee Heb. xii, 6. 1 
Let he chaſteneth not merely after his own pleaſure, 
but for our profit. He doth nat afflidt willingly, nor 
= —— It ny if need be, 
that 


with God in all the ſ - 
VvVeral duties of religion, honours him; herein 1 
my Father —— 1 
fut, John xv. 8. If children, it hould be your | 
concern to act as abedient ones, and to be follow- |} 
c of God as ſuch; but if through temptationn, 
add the corruptions of your own hearts, you turn 
5 aſide out of the way of God's commands, you wil! 4 
certainly fall under his diſpleaſure, and draw upon 1 


* 


EY 


| thatwe ate in heavier, but his Frowns: Swe. ; 

his ſmiles, are for our advantage, and equally 
Work together for good. However, fuch is the ten- 
' der compaſſion of our gracious God and Father, 
that he will not always chide, nor keep his anger fou: 
euer. If in a little wrath he hides his face, and for- jp 

= ſakes us, it is but for a ſmall moment, Iſa. liv. 7, 8. 
3 wreping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the „ 

f morning, Pſalm xxx. 3. But from what has been 
| ſaidon this head it appears, ye are brethren, be- 
ing children of the ſame divine Father, objects _— 

the ſame paternal love and care, heirs and joint= 
3 heirs of the ſame grace, and as 3 an 2813 OED 
3 A! in n the ſame evernal; imberitakoe. 5 
* ration, ons / birth, all he fabjets e . — . N 
aare born of God, John i. 13. Regeneration is 
nothing outward; a man may be outwardly zeca- 
Ious, diligent and induſtrious in the feveral 
1 branches and different forms of religion, and yet 3 
de deſtitute of the grace of God. Light without 
lte, gifts without grace, religious wilt kar | 
$3 fpiritual favour, or form without power, is not 
the thing; an outwarc 


Regeneration is an interdal work of God's Spi- 


_ rit upon the ſoul; it conififts in a man's being 
poſſeſſed with grace called the divine nature, and 
_—— upon which he commences a new creature it is 


FE / profeſſion of religion, = 
without experience, or the inward exerciſe ß 
grace, will never prove a man regenerate. ' Ser 
Rom. i. 28, 29. He is mt a Jew whith is ne f 
 oufwurdly, Ce. 5 j 


. PY * 3 — . _ 


: is inſtanta 


„ 


— ⏑ mm ——_bt. 


3 1 88 3 
in itſelf imply not known nor © diſcerned, 2 


© | but by its effects. The wind bloweth where it 
lifteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt we. * 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeib, * is CTIA 
e every one that is born of the Spirit, Jobs? r 
N neration the internal principle of grace 3 
oy uſly infuſed or implanted in te 
ſoul by the Spirit of God; no length of time is 
required in the production of it ; God ſpeaks _ 
Voord, and it is done, he commandeth it, and it 
ſtcandeth faſt. 1 ſaid unto . 0 in thy „ 
los, live. Ezek. xvi. 6. » 


In 


This ſpiritual ads is variouſly axpretied, a ; 5 


„ and called by different names in Scripture; but 
the thing itſelf is the ſame : it is called the new — 
maan, the inner and inward man, the law of the mins 
urxitten in the heart. and the fear of God put there 
Fes, it is called the neu heart, the clean and pure 
|  beart, and the good thing towards the Lord God , 
Tfrael; all which ſhews that grace in a good man 
is a ſpiritual inſtinct, it inclines him to love Gd. 
do delight in his law, to walk in his ways, and to 
= do that which is good, commendable, and well- 5 
| 1 1 pleaſing i in his . In conſequence of this new 
1 nature fin is a man's burden, under a. ſenſe of 
which he mourns; it is the grief of his ſoul, he 


IJIoaths it and himſelf before God on the account 


|  ofit; but religion, the whole of religion is to him 3 
a pleaſure, and duties are his delight; wiſdom's 


Ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are — 
peace; holineſs he eſteems real happineſs, and god- 
Uneſs the greateſt gain. Grace indeed does not 


cov. 


take fin out of our natures, yet it is a ank upon | 


 F the corruptions of our N ne ne lin's CD. 
= having dominion over us. : 


"Ones mare, tinder this hand 1 went ehiive 


 thar the grace of God in regeneration is abſlo- — ; 


; lutely neceſſary to fit a man for ſpiritual commu- : 
nion with God, to render him capable of ſery- 
ing God xcceptably, and to make him meet for 


the enjoyment of him in another and better ſtate. ny 


But to conclude this, as born of God, and rege- 


4 EX nerated by the ſame Spirit, as partakers of the ſame Fs | 4 
MN grace, and by it made meet for the ſame —_— — 0 


aheritance, ye are brethren, 


Fourthly, Ye are brethren by peaking, you --- 


E 1 the ſame faith. A public profeſſion of Þþ# 
Chriſt, and the faith of the goſpel, is the duty ß 
3 them who have believed through grace. No may, | 
_ - -<vben he hath lighted a candle, putteth it 7 


3 Gufbel, Luke xi. 33. They to whom it is given 
to believe with the heart unto righteouſneſs, —_— 
for the glory of God and the honour of Chriſt, _ 


an” confeſſion with the mouth unto ſalvation. Th! | 
= to be feared there are ſome who profeſs _ Inn | 
gion in an outward way, but have not the root ß 


_— matter in them. All are not Iſrael which are | 
of Iſrael; there are ſometimes bad men in the beſt 

| ſocieties, and hypocrites in the pureſt churches ; 
but it is ſad to have a name to live, and yet be 


dead; to have a ſhew of religion, and yet be in the | 


_ gall, of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. There 


are four things neceſſary to a public profeſſion of 
; feligion, and without which a man's religion is 


: an we wage _— TI ET 
= 4 —_ _—  — * 9 


1 =. 
F 800 the heart, which: is | the princi- 
23 ſpiritual action, the ſpring and ſource ß 
all evangelical religion and godlineſs. 2. Know- 
'' ledge, ſpiritual knowledge, which is wiſdom from 
| above, the fruit of the divine union from the Holy * © 
ES Oe, which maketh a man wiſe unto ſalvation. 3. 
bare knowledge; for there may be that where there 
Is no experience, though there can be no experi. _ 
2 ence without ſpiritual knowledge. Experience is 
_ - Cloſely connected with goſpel truths, and ariſes 
from their power and efficacy upon the heat. 
ä The happy — delightful effects of the goſpel on 
the ſoul of believers is experience. They that 
cull the doctrines of the goſpel dry, know not wat 
£5, they ſay, nor whereof they affirm; for they RR _7 
the foundation of all comfortable experience iin 
___  theſaints. As for inſtance the apoſtle ſays, Nba. 
_ wee ſoever things were written aforetime, were written four: 
"3 our learning, that we through patience and comfort of * 
Ibibbe ſcriptures might have kope, Rom. xv, 4. When 
ſſcripture doctrines and ſcripture promiſes are 
w pplied, and ſet home with power upon the heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, they miniſter comfort and re: 
ler to fouls in diſtreſs; now that comfort is a greaet 
9 ee ncouragement to hope, and what may be called JF 
true chriſtian experience. 4. Faith alſo is neceſſaa yr 
c ccording to the apoſtle, Faith is the ſubſtance of 
things boped for, the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 
Ei. 1. It is the comfortable evidence of our inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, and in the exerciſe of it his ſaving 
m to a believing mind. In our 


Proſeſ. 


1 4 25 Fr ce I 
8 erofelon of religion v we : are fic to walk th fait, Pee” If 
; and not by fight. N b 
kh beſe things, 1 ſay, are CHAN, and without 3 
5 which there is but little proſpect of a man's -_ 
Aacauring to the end. Have we not feen ſome pro- 
feſſors once ſeemingly zealous for God and Ne 5 
gion, yet for want of theſe things have totally 8 
dilined from the ways of God, withered in their 
7 profeſſion, and fallen off; though it is poffibleea 
Sache profeſſor may continue his profeſſion 
3 ill death; but then the lamp goes out, and his 
8 profeſſion ends 1 in ſhades of exernat darkneſs and =. 3. ͤ ( 
3 black deſparr „ 
I.! ſome caſes it is s difficult to | Aiftinguith 1 be- 5 
3 tween them that have grace, and them that have | 
none; the heart is known only to God; we com- 
3 monly judge by the outward appearances, and in- 
deed are but poor ſaint- finders; forinſtance,ſuppoſe co 
two men to be in view, the one a real chriſtian, _ 
but under a cloud, the other a counterfeit, under 
| A flouriſhing profeſſion ; the real chriſtian, th? |} 
bpoſſeſſed with grace, hath his imperfections; A. : 
 F counterfeit, nothwithſtanding his hy pocriſy, hath 1 
I his outward excellencies; if we view the —A— 
tian in his worſt, and the counterfeit | in his beſt, _ 
ve ſhould be ready to judge in favour of the lat- 
cer, and ſay as Samuel reſpecting Elial, ſurely the 
Lord's anointed is before me; but the Lord ſeeth 
not as man ſeeth; man looketh on the outward ap- 
FPeearance, but the Lordlcoketbon the Beart, 1 Sam. xvi. 
6, 7. In God's account the righteous, with all 
his weakneffes and l is more excellent 


; : 


than | 


636) 


— then bis neighbour in conſequence of grace; s a true 
3 believer in his loweſt frames excels the hypocrite 
in his higheſt attainments. Secret breathings or 
longing deſires after God, yea a ſigh or a groan 
from a broken heart, or an humble and contrite 
ſmirit, is more acceptable and better Pleaſing to '2 
| God than all the outward parade in religion, 4 
LE where the heart is deſtitute of grace. JF 
Is have often thought there are two things hard 3 
_ to to ſay, and difficult to determine. How ſhort a 
nue believer may come, how low he may fink, FJ 
— oe how far decline from the ways of God, _ 
pet have the root of the matter in him. On the 
„ other hand, how far a hypocrite may advance —_— 
9b in religion, how high he may riſe in his pro-—- 
1 Mon thereof, what attainments he may acquire, 
= and what good things he may do, and yet be deſ= 
ttitute of the grace -Þ 
natural weakneſs and infirmity, temptation or 
corruption, may be left to act ſo as ſeemingly to 
come ſhort, and yet be ſaved. A formal profe. 
ſor, or a man only endued with gifts . parte, 
” may in the ſeveral branches of external religion, 
TT © outdo and outgo a true believer, and yet aſter all 3 


of God, A good man, through : 


| 3 fall ſhort of heaven and happineſs, . 


N But we hope better things of you, 33 we = 
© thus ſpeak. You are, we truſt, partakers of the ÞJ 
| ſame grace, taught and influenced by the Spirit, 

believe and truſt in the ſame Jeſus, profeſs the 


ſame faith, and walk together in the ſame road, 


and are in queſt of the ſame city, which hath 
TOY: ** maker and builder is God, and 


. where 


COIL 


: where at laſt as brethren you will ſit down roge- — © 
ther in Chriſt's kingdom and glory. Once more, 
Pifchly, Le are brethren now as particularly BR: 2 
* related one unto another in Church- fellowſhip. 
The church of Chriſt may be conſidered either | 
} as univerſal or particular. The church univerſal 
is but one, the one only bride and ſpouſe of 
8 Chriſt, made up of the many ſons whom God by 
ham deſigned to bring to glory, called the gene- 
| . ral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born which are 
FF written in heaven. Yet every particular congrega- 
I tion, or ſeparate body, conſiſting of viſible fainns Þ 
F by profeſſion, gathered and incorporated accord 
ing to goſpel order, and who by mutual conſent r 
buaave covenanted and agreed to walk together in 
all the duties of ſocial religion and worſhip, ac. | 
. | <ordingtoGod's appointment, is a true conſtiruted — _ 
I Cchurchof Chriſt. It is evident from Scripture,  *} 
+ that a viſible church-ſtate is his inſtitution, and i 
1 itis well adapted, and wiſely calculated for pro 
3 moting the great ends of God's glory, r 
peoples good. Notwithſtanding I am ſorry — 
A fly, Ihave often obſerved, with grief and concern, |} I 
| that ſome who ſeem to beenlightenec 


d in a ſaving 


way, and brought to the knowledge of the wy | 
-- ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, yet neglect to folCnC. . 
low him in his ways. Under the pretence of 
belonging to the church univerſal, and of being 
members thereof at large, they caſt a great ſlight 
upon particular church- tellowſhip, and refuſe to 
| walk with God and his people in that relation, 
They Profen love to Chriſt as a Saviour, and 
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call him Lord, but in matters of religion and 
worſhip do not the things that he ſays. They re- — 
| gard him as a prieſt, by whom they receive the Fo 
ãtonement, but in ſome reſpects they do not ar- 
tend his inſtructions as a prophet, nor ſubmit to 
ais authority as a king. O how inconſiſtent ſuch Þ} 
conduct I bur rather deſpiſe his government in 
his church. They will not be confined to any 
place, to any people, nor to walk with any | 
particular church; they love to be at large, = 
ttey can be diſſenters or church-men juſt as it 
ſſnits, and their fancy leads them; the different 
forms of worſhip is no objection to them, if the 
Preacher's method, manner, and matter does but 
Pleaſe. To me it appears the order of the goſ- | 
pel is too ſtrict, and church. fellow ſhip too con-— 
ſiſming for perſons ſo lax in their principles. But 
to what purpoſe is it to profeſs fo much love and 
A2T⁊2eal for Chriſt as ſome do, and at the ſame time 
| ſhew an unwillingneſs to be ſubject to his laws, 
This is an evil which prevails much in our day, 
but may the Lord help you my brethren to walk 
together unto all well-pleafing, and enable you 1 
Vith all readineſs of mind to fulfil your engage- 
ments with him and one another, and to do hs 
+ vill. But to proceed, Jam, 


II. To attend to the at af the obli- ” 


Wy 4 gation you are under to * the ſeveral hs 


ties . 


* Thele, I do not ſay they are Libertines | ina 3 ſenſe, or 
in the common acceptation of the word, they are not im- 
moral in their lives, nor do they lay aſide the uſe of the 

moral law as a rule of obedience; yet they lay aſide and are 
not willing to be governed by the laws of Zion 's King, 


1 85 ties incumbent on you a3 a church. T his obli- - 5 OM 
3 gation ariſes from your relation to Chriſt and — 
one another, and from your ſolemn engagement 

10 walk together i in the faith and order of the 
> goſpel. The obligation itſelf is indiſputable, 
therefore what I ſhall ſay with reſpect to the ſe-= 
7 veral duties incumbent on you as a church ſhall 
be by way of exhortation, and we beſeech you | © 
= brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortation. And, 
3} Firſt, Be ye not aſhamed of the goſpel of Jeſus 
* Cfdriſt; ſtand up for truth, and continue to —_— 7 
= faithful and becoming teſtimony for God againſt 
all error in doctrine, idolatry and ſuperſtition in 

13 worſhip. Never think of giving up or parting 

{3 with truth under any conſideration ; be ſtedfaſt, 
S ftand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind friving toge- 

3 ther for the faith of the goſpel, A 

1 goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is glorious, and worth 
f contending for; it is a large treaſure of revealed 

| love and grace; every truth contained in it is a 
1 pearl of great price, more precious than rubies 6@_ 
| and more to be deſired than thouſands of 3 

and filver; the knowledge of its myſteries = = 
both defirable and profitable, and calls for ut 
| utmoſt diligence in ſeeking it as ſilver, and 
ſearching r! it as for hid treaſure, It is a dif= 
1 play of the wonders of divine love in the falva-= 
tion of ſinners through the blood and righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt the Redeemer, and a moſt delightful : 
ſyſtem of divine truths, all tending to ſer forth 
the glory of God in all his divine perſons, perfec= 


tions, and attributes; to exalt Chriſt, and en- 
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; wits his Hirieuat kingdom, to baffle all the | 
SE deſtructive deſigns of Satan, and cut his power 
ort, to abaſe the creature, and humble the pride 
of man, to encourage his hope in God, and lay 
bim under the greateſt obligations to love and 
ſeruve him as his faithful Creator, and gracious : 
Benefactor. Its truths are literally expreſſed i 1 
our Bibles, and bear their own evidence in the He = 

heart and conſcience of them that believe. Ir i is = 
 miphty through God, comes not in word only, "but Set - 
4lſ in power, and is the Power of God unto ins 

nion. It removes the ignorance and darkneſs J 
| that is upon the mind, the ſelf-confidence ang 

high opinion man hath of himſelf, and his .] 

goodneſs; it captivates and brings every thought = 
unto the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Les, 
the Goſpel in the hand of the Spirit draws and 
attracts our hearts in love to God, ſpiritualizesthe 
mind, and ſets the affections on things above, 
+l enlivens and invigorates the ſoul to all holy {j 

„ powerfully teaches to deny all ungod- 

Uneſs and worldly luſts, to live righteouſly, ſo- 
= berly, and godly in this preſent world, Tit. ii, 

11, 12. lt is the life of our ſouls, the ſource of 
All practical religion, and the greateſt motive to 
boolineſs both in heart and life. May theſe con- 
ſiderations induce you to hold faſt the rn. 5 
a of your faith without wavering. But, 


Secondly, Endeavour by a becoming CRY 


1 05 to adorn your profeſſion; ; act ſo that the men 
of the world may know and be convinced that 
0 the goſpel you * and che doctrine you pro- 


{ wy "=, 


= 4 21 8 8 
5 fel, are according to godlineſe. The beſt argu- | 
ment and moſt convincing proof of the i 
* tendency of the doctrines of grace is a holy life. 
We live in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe na- 75 
> tion, and a wicked and wntoward generation, whoſe 
natural prejudice and averſion to the doctrines 
and practice of religion is great; therefore * „ 
3 behoves us for the glory of God, and credit ß 
religion, to walk circumſpetly in all wiſdom and 
1 honeſty towards them that are without, leſt by our 
ſimful and imprudent conduct we increaſe their - . 
3 averſion, and ſtrengthen their prejudices againſt m1 
the ways of God, Let your light /o ſhine before 1 
men, ſays Chriſt, that they may ſee your good works, ol 
- 3 glorify your Father which is in heaven, Matt. v. 
„ f 16. The glory of God and the honour of . 1 
1 goſpel ſnould lie near our hearts, the promotion * 
ie of which ſhould be the chief care and conduct of 1 
TY our lives, The theory of religion without the 1 5 
1 of i it will never recommend it. Avain „ 
d- and finful converſation in profeſſors does more 
o- | Hurt to truth than open perſecution from the - 
ii || enemy. God is more diſhonoured, and religion 
of | ſuffers moſt, from the bad lives of ſome that | 
to || profeſs it, for which reaſon the apoſtle wept, and 
_ ſaid, ſuch were enemies ff the Ke of Gr, 4 
on Phil. iii. 8 : = 
I As you are the object of * Father's love, 1 
and the happy ſubjects of his grace, ſee that je 1 
receive not the grace of God in vain; labour to an- 
| ſwer the great ends of your calling; let your con- 1 
| 
: 
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in all things adorn the doctrine of God our Sa. 
viour. As much as in you lies fo!low peace with 
all men; ſee that none render evil for evil, or rail. 
ing for railing unto any man; bleſs, and curſe not ; 5 
be angry, and fin not; let not the ſun go down upon 
your wrath ,, be not overcome of evil, but overcome 


evil with good. If thine enemy l feed him, if 


be thirſt, give him drink : for in ſo doing thou ſhalt 
| beap coals of fire on his head: not to deſtroy, but 
to melt and diſſolve him i into — and e = - 
d Rom. 4 ns . 
Tu. Many reaſons might b be W given why you 0 
mould endeavour to order your conver ſation arigbt. 
hut let this ſuffice, if you eſteem the miniſters of ß 
Chriſt, and would not grieve them, if you love 
your brethren, and would not offend them, if you N 


regard the weak, and would not ſtumble them, 


if you deſire to ſee the wicked reform, and tum J_ 
to God, and would not harden them, if you have 
. any concern for the honour of God, the credit 
5 of religion, and the peace and comfort of your 
oon ſouls, act agreeable to your profeſſion, ab- 
ſtain from all appearance of evil, and ſhun = 
| occaſions of fin. If any of you have been en-. 
dled in this day of declenſion and lukewarmnefs 1 


8 to walk cloſely with God in the exerciſe of every 1 
7 grace, and diſcharge of the ſeveral duties of reli- 
gion; we wiſh you to abound therein more and 
more, and may the Lord help you to go on, and 
make you perfe in every good word and work. 


Before I conclude this, I ſhall take leave to 


caution you againſt two things. 1, Againſt giv- 


ig 


(23) 


iog | heed to ſeducing ſpirits, leſt by their n TM 
you ſhould be tempted to draw wrong inferences 
from goſpel doctrines. You are not inſenfible =» 
| * that there are ſome who corrupt the word of |} 
| } God, and artfully turn the goſpel's wholeſome : 
food into the moſt deadly poiſon; who hold the 
3 rrutbinunrighteouſneſs, and turn the grace of our God ; 
*# #ntolaſciviouſneſs. Theſe are deſcribed as ungodly 
} men, men of corrupt minds, by whom the doc- 
1 rrines of grace are moſt wretchedly abuſed, and 
7 - the deſign of them ſadly perverted; but to make 
3 the goſpel a cloke or excuſe for ſin, to take oc. 
3 Ccaſfion fromthence to fin, becauſe grace abounds, }ﬀ> 
1 are crimes of the deepeſt die, and expoſe a man 
Ido greater condemnation; for if he that deſpiſed 
3 Mopfers law died without mercy, of how much 
Iperer punifoment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall they be thought 
worthy who deſpiſe God, abuſe his grace, — 
1 againft a more glorious diſpenſation. But —_ 
my brethren, have not fo learned Chriſt you are 
called unto liberty, but uſe it not for an occaffon to =» 
| the fleſh. The goſpel was never deſigned to lefſen — 
a obligation to the law as a rule of obedience, |! 
tit gives no liberty to fin, nor licence to criminal | 
indulgences a licentious liberty, or liberty = 
| fin, is no goſpel liberty; it is bondage, for he ns 
that i fin i ts tbe n. of fin, John viii. 
„ 
: opt * caution you againſt thinking ho : 
worſe of truth on account of ſome mens abuſing 
it; that abuſe ariſes not from the goſpel's own 
any 3 it would be wicked and unjuſt to 
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9 charge truth with Git ſo contrary to its 1 . 
nature; it rather riſes from the ſinful corruptions 
ok mens hearts, the temptations of ſatan, miſtaken 
' notions about the law and ignorance of the deſign 
of the goſpel; but there is a beautiful and cloſe 


connection between privilege and duty, faith and 


practice, goſpel principles and evangelical holi?- 
neſs, the life of faith and a cloſe walking with 
Godin all holy obedience. Learn to diſtinguiſh | 
between a right and lawful uſe of truth, and its 
 _ abuſe; it would be prepoſterous to light, Neg- . 
leect, or lay aſide the lawful uſe of the mercies ß 
lxe, and bounties of Providence, becauſe they are 
. frequently abuſed and miſuſed by wicked men. 
But if you would value the goſpel as you ought, 
reſt not in ſpeculation, content not yourſel ves 
with an outward notion of things, but labout 
after a more ſpiritual and experimental acquaint : 
ance with the truth as it is in Jeſus, and its Pow . 
erful efficacy on your hearts. But, : 


5 Lore one another. Brotherly FR = 
and the continuance of it is very neceſſary to the 
| well-being of a church. If your hearts are knit 
together in love, it will render your relation to 
each other the more comfortable, and all the 
vualuable ends of church-fellowſhip will in con- 
py ſequence be the better anſwered. Love to the 


brethren is Chriſt's new commandment. A new 


commandment I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
tber, John xiii. 34. It is the fruit of the Spirit, 


and evidences the truth of grace in the heart. 


” e know ; that we ous Tale from death unta life, 


E 


TY 


8 — we love the brethren, 1 John iii, 1 n= „ 
monſtrates to the world that we are the 1 
3 diſciples and followers of the meek and lowWw-wixy¶x 
* Jeſus, By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
> diſciples, if ye bave love one to another, John xiii. 
nm 35. Without love a profeſſion of religion is 
3 vain, ſee x Cor. xii. 1, 2, 3. Its properties are — 
A ctcogether excellent; it ſuffereth long, is kind, en- 
* - vieth not, ſeeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, 
3 +tbinketh no evil, beareth all things, endureth all things. | 
Io be kindly affectioned one to another with EE, 
3 Bretherly love, to viſit one another in affliction, to SO 
be zender-bearted, pitiful, and courteous, having LE 
= 7 . compaſſion one of another, to pray one for another |! 
3 with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, to ex= 
3 <erciſe all patience and forbearance one towards 
another, forgiving one another, even as God fr © 
8 Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you, to exbort, reprove, © 
and admoniſh one another in the Lord, and watch | 
3 over each other in love, all which is your duty ES | 
Þ 2 church-members one towards another; ang 
dleſſed is he whom the Lord when be cometh * EB © 


"M8 doing. Again, Ag 
Fourthly, Love Zim, pray ſos how peace, FRY 


: "hip proſperity, and do all that in you lies to pro-  _ 
mote her good, they „all proſper that love her, | 
Peſalm cxxii. 6. Our principal concern ſhould be 
do ſeek firſt above and before all other things the 1 

kingdom of God, the welfare of Zion, and pub- 
lic intereſt of religion, and to prefer the Lord's 
Feruſalem above our chief joy. We ſhould deny 

3 ourſelves, and if called to it, ſacrifice our names 


and 


on things, 


or the effect of temper, and riſes from a ſpirit of | 


TTY 


wt ol tepuraticing, our private SI and family _ 
____ antereſts, and all that is dear to us, for Chriſt and 
| thegood of his church; but alas | moſt ſeek their 
2 8 and but few the things which are \ 5 
Chriſt's ; real religion ſeems to be upon the de- "= 
«line, the true intereſt of Chriſt ſeems to be lan. 
ES  guiſhing, and none, comparatively ſpeaking, layeth = 
it to heart, Were we ſenſibly affected with the 
ſtte of religion amongſt us in this our day, our 4 
hearts would zremble for the ark of God. But may 
pou, my friends, as a church, be filled with the FJ 
Spirit, and have your hearts warmed with a ſenſe J 
of divine love; may you be cloſely attached to 
due cauſe of Chriſt and religion among you, an 
belped in all things to act as one man with a be- = 
— "— zeal for God. 


Fifthly, Have a abe b to your n : 


OL | covenant-engagemerits with God, and one ano 
ther, keep cloſe to the goſpel order, forſake not 
the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the man. | 
Ba - ſome i is, bur fill up your places ir the houſe JF 
of God in a becoming way. When Profeſſors 
and church-members decline from the ways of ß 
So, and make light of church-fellowſhip, break 
=_ through their engagements, and live in the total 


neglect of ordinances z when upon every little 


3 diſguſt or pretended offence they withdraw them 2] 


ſelves from the church to which they belong, it 


is fad. This conduct, when from a ſpirit of | in- 
difference in the want of the inward exerciſe of 


grace is bad; but if it is the fruit of diſaffection, 


* 


027 


| anger and reſentment, which is ſometimes the Fr 

*# caſe, it is far worſe. I do not ſay but in ſome 

? | caſes it is lawful to withdraw from a church, but 

do do it without juſt cauſe or ſufficient reaſon, is 

= very wrong. Conſider, Brethren, a covenant-en- 

gagement to walk with God and his people ina 

* church-way i is more ſolemn and as much binding 

1 as an ordinary oath, therefore called ſwearing to 

the Lord; and if it be an evil to break our cove- 

nant with men, falſify our word, oath, and pro 

miſe, in civil matters, it is certainly more fo to 

dos it unto the Lord in matters of religion; te 

vos of the Lord are upon you, you have fort ane 

unto the mighty God of Jacob. To live in the 
= neglect of known duties and pofitive inſtitutions _ 

” is a greater evil than ſome perſons are awate ;; 
I their conduct in other reſpects may be - 
able, yet that is not enough; a ſtrict regard to 

bother duties will not excuſe the neglect of theſe. 

3 Bebold, to obey is better than ſacrifice , and to hearken — 
than the fat of rams, 1 Sam. xv. 22. Adiſfregad  _ 
to the commands of Chriſt is a tacit denial of his 
kingly authority and legiſlative power. —_— x 

there was no king i in [ael, every man did 1 [i 
which was right in his own eyes, Judges xvii. 6. 

But is not the Lord in Zion? is not her 18 . 

Ittere? are his laws of no weight? has he no au- 

1 thority i in his church? Yea, certainly; then let 

none deſpiſe his government there, neglect his 

_ ordinances, nor treat them with indifference, as 


if they were of no conſequence. All profeſſed 
ſubjection to Chriſt, and pretenſions to religion, 


** * 


(5 28 ) 1 
rre but meer compliment, 2 a conſcientious EE 
regard to the laws. And why (ſays he) call ye ne 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay? > 
_.- Luke vi. 46. Non-ſubmiſſion to Chriſt's laws is * 
an indication of the want of love to him; he 
0 ſays, Hoe love me, keep my commandments. There . 
Iz no real love without obedience; love is the 
FR  fpringoof obedience, and obedience is thefruitand 
1 if eeuidence of love, ſee Fobn xiv. 15. and 1 John 
V. 3. May you under the conſtraints of divine 
2 attend diligently to all the duties of religion, = 
ala nad whatever your hand findeth to do, do it with JF. 
= | al your. might, follow the example of David, 
who faid, I made haſte and delayed not to keep thy © | 
commandments, Pſalm cxix. 60. Remember you 
bave now ſet your hand to the plough, never 
think of looking back. F any man draw back 
(faith the Lord) my ſoul * bave no FRO. * | 
= im Feb-x.ai..:.- = on 
_ But after all, — no aw. in the ae — 2 
—_ court, but preſs forward after more ſpirituality 
*F in religion, take not up with the form of godli- 
neſs without feeling the power, reſt not in the 
outward performance of religious duties without 
the inward exerciſe of grace, content not your- 
ſelves with bare externals without the enjoyment 
of the Lord's preſence in the ways of his ap- 1 
8 nen Again further, 1 Fn 
TS | Sixthly, We beſeech you, 8 3 
d maintain a regular diſcipline in the houſe of 
God, warn them that are unruly, bear your reſti- 
many againſt lin by admonitions and reproofs, 
a 8 5 and 1 
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be will do 
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und fordeat 2t 26 copcince 2he laws. of Chriſt i in 5 
removing and putting from you every incorrig:-rx 
ble and notorious offender, This was the advice 
and the command of the apoſtle, who ſpeaks unto 
us in the name of the Lord, Now we command © 
Fou, brethren, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, that e 
FF withdraw yourſelves from every brother that walketh _ 
I diſorderly, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. See 1 Cor. v. 11. To 

3 negle&diſcipline is to connive at fin, and increaſe cl 
disorder in the church, which, if God does not 
prevent, will gradually bring on its ruin. By 
3 much ſlothfulneſs the building decayeth, and through FE 

3 d#aleneſs of the bands the bouſe droppeth through, 
|  Eecl. x. 18. This work indeed is very unplea- 
4 fant, and we are naturally backward to it, —_— 
zs neceſſary for the honour of Chriſt, the reput-.F 
tion of the goſpel, and n of the 

| arch. "Ih 5 

1 8 Be at t peace among RP Eng 2 . 
; = that ye fall not out by the way. Te are bre- 
| thren. Doubtleſs the adverſary will do all he can 
to ſow diſcord among you; to divide and deſtroy 
is a maxim with him, as well as it is with men; 
_ utmoſt to ſtir up contention, 
and cauſe 3 with a deſign to ruin and _ 
overthrow you as a church; but conſider, The 
T beginning of ftrife is as one that letteth out water. 
It may ſeem ſmall and of little conſequence at 
firſt, but by continuance widens and increaſes, 
till it becomes an inundation, and carries all be- 
fore it, therefore (ſays Salomon) Leave off conten- 
tion before it be meddled with, - Prov. xvii. 14. It 
. 


T8 30 ) pn 
| is very common, when differences ariſe n 1 
| brethren, to lay the blame upon each other, each 
| party look upon themſelves aggrieved, and think 
they have juſt cauſe to be offended, and till the 
| aggreſſor or the offending party be convinced f 
their evil, all attempts to adjuſt matters, and ac- AF 
commodate their differences, are vain and fruit= | 
leſs. Suppoſe it ſhould be your cafe, would = 
---. right to contend for ever, think ye. No ſurely. _ 
In ſome caſes it is lawful to be angry; but if 
Ver retain our anger, and carry our reſentments F 
- too high, we ſin, and give place to the devil, 
Bob. vi. 27. The wrath of man worketh not the 
7g righteouſneſs of God, therefore it ſhould be laid 
aſide. Brethren ſhould ceaſe to reproach each 
bother, they ſhould uſe no provoking language, 
no bitter ſpeeches, no unkind reflections, but 
| ſhould endeavour to be friendly, and by love ſerve 
one another; it is the glory of a man to paſs over 
i tranſgreſion, and an honour to ceaſe from ſtrife, | 
Prov. xix. 11. and xx. 3. Conſider, my 1 
the happy effects of unanimity and concord. How 
good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell o- 
gether in unity! Pſalm cxxxiii. 1. When the 
| tribes of the Lord aſſociate together, and go up 
to the houſe of God in company, are of one heart 
5 and one ſoul harmoniouſly uniting in all acts f 
 _, religious worſhip, and wick one accord call on 
the name of the Lord, and ſerve him with one 
conſent, when brethren are well affectioned one 
towards another in love, agree and go hand in 
. in the . of God, and obſervation of al! 
2 .. 2 
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Y the heart of a faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 

it fills and loads him with diſcouragement, dif- . 

treſſes his ſoul, diſtracts his thoughts, confuſes 
his mind, drinks up his ſpirits, and renders him 

in a great meaſure incapable of his work; it 

tends to obſtruct his uſefulneſs, and to hinder 
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the duties of ſocial religion, viking together in in = 8 
all the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs; it is lovely and amiable in it: 
e and delightful to the people of God, and 
what contributes much to their preſent happi- 1 
J nefs, it is approved of God, it glorifics him, is 5 
good, acceptable, and well-pleaſing 3 in his fight, - 
I ir ſecures and anſwers all the valuable ends of 
church relation and fellowſhip, and makes the 
3 communion of ſaints comfortable and edifying. 1 no 

When the unity of the ſpirit is maintained in the 
| | bond of peace, it is a credit to religion, an honour —o 
J to a church, and ornamental to their profefſion, 
i tends to convince men that there is ſomething 5 
JF valuable in religion, it ſtops the mouths of gain- 
fſayers, and filences in ſome meaſure the igno- 

rance of fooliſh men. It rejoices the hearts of 
3 the ſervants of Chriſt, ſtrengthens their hands in 
3 God, prevents the deſigns of Satan, and tends to 
dite increaſe of the church, and d advancement of 
" : Chriſt's kingdom. 5 
But, on the Arnd the conſequences f 

diſcord and diviſion in churches are ſad. It i is 
a diſhonour to Chriſt, a ſcandal to the goſpel, 1 
and a reproach to themſelves, as it ſinks the re- 
putation of a church, ſo it grieves and breaks 
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oy the word fr TR free courſe; it cauſes EY 1 

of their time to be ſpent i in endleſs diſputes, and | 
| fruitleſs altercations; it occaſions diſorders, and 
prevents a regular diſcipline in the houſe of God; 
it hinders their prayers, and unfits them for every 


good word and work, it offends and ſtumbles 


the weak, hardens the wicked, and furthers the | 
deſigns of Satan, in prejudicing their minds 
againſt the way of truth, it introduces confuſion, * 
and every evil work, diſquiets and breaks the 


peace of churches, and frequently iſſues in their | 


overthrow. A * divided FRY uy cannot y 1 
| Hand, Mark i ii, 25. 75 


Oh what a mercy | it is to a = ar 7 | 


1 thaw are ſome Moſeſes to ſtand in the gap, ſome 
viſe and judicious perſons, who are capable and 
willing to exert themſelves to ſtop and put out 
the fire of contention, and Gel. prevent its 
3 unhappy conſequences. 


IT wiſh you may be endued with all ac - 


_—_ wiſdom, and be directed to act ſo, as may be moſt . 
for the glory of God, the peace and proſperity | 
of the church; Follow the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another, 
Rom. xiv. 19. If you would preſerve peace 
agmqmong 8 learn to be of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is in the fight of God of great price, 
pray that ye may be more abundantly endued 
' with that wiſdom which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
© and eaſy to be entreated, James iii. 17. Be not many 
maſters, but ſubmit yourſelves one unto another in the 
1 * of ( God, 2 aide all malice, and all guile, and 


 Iypocrifies, 4 


66700 — 
hy beriſel, and envies, and all ti. halt tid 


a3 new-bitn babes dgſire the fincere milk of the word, = | 
* that ye thay grow ther | 


eby, 1 Peter ii, 1. Entertain 


nc jealouftes nor ifttagine evil one of another, put 
tte beſt and not the Werft conſtruction on each 
others conduct. Let none of you go about as a 

| talebearer or as a buſy body in other mens mat- 
ters, lay aſide, and as much as poſſible diſcoun-„ 
I tenance; all whiſpering and backbiting. A whiſ- 
derer ſeparateth chief friends; fuch are the bane 
of religion, and often the ruin of ſociety. Marx 
; them which cauſe diviſions, and avoid tbem; 2 fre- „ 
quent correfpondence with ſuch is not fafes; 

ft for an angry mar fine ap frife, therefore tn 
faid, make no friendſbip with an angry man, and 
| with a furious nan thou ſhalt not go, left thou learn 
bis ways, and get @ ſnare to thy foul, Prov. xii 
24, 25. An angry man is one that retains his 
anger, is * — nd not "Oy" if erer ” 
” reconciled. — 
| Eighthly, Negledt riot gegend to A 
yourſelves together to ſeek the Lord; endeavour | — ; 
5 - 0 ſolemn prayer to pour out 4 mw 
Xx God, your caſe calls for it, and who knows _ x | 


| he may return, and leave a bleſſing. Particularly 


"when together and apart, be earneſt with God, 

aud pray for a greater meaſure of his Holy Spirit, 

3 which he has promiſed to give unto them thar 

ak him, Laute xi. 13. His influence is abſo- 

lutely neceſſary to every good work ; without ne 
(ſays our Lord, that is, without my Spirit) ye can 
@ — Tbe TAY — of the — bs given 
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duty, and to build you up in your moſt hol | 
Faith; all proſperity as a church' depends on his 
| gracious influence ; his e with his For: 


e 


to every. man, to every good man, to profit TY 8 
or trade ſpiritually with, 1 Cor. x11, 7. But reli- 


gion without the Spirit is a poor thing, and of 


no avail; it will turn out to no good account; 
for if a man is never ſo zealous, and beſtirs him- 
ſelf never ſo much, yet if he deals only in exter- 
„ nals, his . or n We will be . 
A fair how in the fleſh, or . religien vid 1 
. Spun, is nothing; it deſerves not the name. 
| Zeal without knowledge, notion without expe- | 
|  rience, morality without ſpirituality, or an out- 
1 ward profeſſion of the goſpel without internal 
grace, and an acquaintance with its power on 
: ; the heart, will not paſs for religion with the 
3 heart-ſearching and rein- trying God. The Spirit 
of God in his people is the life and ſoul of re- 
gion, and without which it is but.a dead and | 
lifeleſs form. Oh, my friends, to be endued 
wih ee, and filled with the Spirit, is of great 
„ importance to you as a church; let me there- 
fore intreat you to be often wah God in prayer, og 
tte reſidue of the Spirit is with him, whoſe in- 
fluence is not only neceſſary, but ſufficient to 
every good word and work. He is able to keep 
; and preſerve you in the midſt of danger, his 


e is ſufficient to ſanctify and make you * 
9 of mercy for the maſter's uſe, T 
* i and ſtir you up to the diſcharge of 2 


35). 


* in kia gifenand graces u- ſander anda com "ed of 
forter is Zion's glory. 3 
I need not exhort you to pray the Lodaftche 2 
harveſt to ſend you a ſpiritual labourer to labout 
. 3 amongſt you in the word and doctrine, one 
 _F# whoſe miniſtry might be owned and bleſſed for 
ends of God's glory, and your ſpiritual advan- 

| 3 tage, for the converſion of ſinners, and the i- 
creaſe of the church. Your circumſtances as a OT 
= — will — & dictate _ unto ns But, 1 


| Ninthly, When it is the place of God to 13 


1 ſend and ſettle a miniſter amongſt you, a _ 
man, found in the faith, and honourable in his 5 
life, one with whom you can comfortably unite, „ 
eſteem him highly for his work's ſake, carry 
yourſelves reſpectfully to him, aſſiſt him by ; 
pour prayers, encourage him in his work, and 
$ endeavour by all ways and means to ſtrengthen N 
huis hands in God. If he is wiſe, he will not 
attempt to lord it over God's $ heritage, r 
not impoſe on your conſciences, nor ſeek to have 
dominion over your faith, but will endeavour 
faithfully to preach the word of God in all the 
different parts and branches of it, and keep back 
nothing that might be profitable to you. It is 
evident from Scripture, that a miniſter's work is 
to preach both privilege and duty, faith and good 
works, the doctrines of grace, and the duties of 
- holineſs. He muſt preach the goſpel in the pu- 
| rity of it, and yet teach the ſubjects of grace, to 
obſerve all Tg whatſoever Chriſt hath com- 
— manded 


— re * ar. 


6 of * e 
. maving them, He muſt preach conſolation to - 
| + the people of God, in the certain proſpe& of 


N J ſalvation by Chriſt alone without works, and yet * 
iinſiſt on the neceſſity of ſanctification by the KF 
= Spirit as a meetneſs for heaven and happineſs; A 
— I ra preaching the word he muſt aſcertain the fal= 
"= iy 1 vation of the Saints, and all the elect veſſels of 0 
IF mercy on the foundation which ſtandeth ſure; | 
— and yet preſs the performance of good works for 
— i neceſſary uſes. One part of his work is to rn 
13 you to ſhun every dangerous path, to direct your 


| walk, and exhort you diligently to wait upon 


dinances; and when there is occaſion, he muſt 
Wm  admonilh, reprove, and rebuke in Chriſt's name, 
f al nd with all authority. We are in a ſtate of im- 5 
i perſection, expoſed to a variety of ſnares through 


_ 4 neglect our ene ee 
mis; and when that is the caſe, the ſervant f 
10 — Loot muſt cry aloud, and not ſpare, but lift up 
Wt Uit voice like a trumpet, and ſhew the Lord's peo- 
ple their tranſgreſſions, and 
Ins, Iſaiah Iviii. 1. Indeed this part of the mini- 
ſterial work is often attended with great diffi- 
culty; nevertheleſs, when reproof is managed 
with prudence on one hand, and cordially re- 
ceived on the other, it has its uſefulneſs. Let the 
righteous Me me, it or be a kindneſs and let 
im 


|  exernal life, and yet affirm the neceſſity of a con-— 
GO formity to the image of God's Son in grace and 
bolineſs. He muſt preach ſalvation, complete 


| God in all his appointed ways, worſhip, and or- | 


the corruption of nature; we are prone to back- 


cad the boiſe of e thr 
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ee it all be an — which Ball = — 
| ut break my head, Plalmcxli. 5, When wiſe re 
| proofs are followed with humility and obedience 
in the reproved, it is a pleaſing ſight; hence it 
is ſaid, A word fitiy ſpoken is like apples of gold in 
pPoeidiures of falver ; and as an ear- ring of gold, and an 
ornament of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover upon = 
obedient car, Prov. xxv, 11, 12. But ! ſhall oy 
den to a cloſe. . 
Lake heed unto your wien, 1 and "oY 9 
not too dogmatical in ſentiment, nor too niſe 
nor captious in hearing z make all reaſonable al- 
lowances; all miniſters have not the fame gifts: 
do not ſtand exactly in the ſame light; nor in 
preaching the goſpel do they go the ſame depths. 
Ihe ſame miniſters are not in preaching always  _ 
the ſame men; they differ as much from them 
ſelves as they can or do one from another. 
Sometimes the Spirit of God enlarges their ideas. 
© gives them a ready utterance, and enables them — 
do ſpeak boldly in the Lord's name, to preach 
the word with life and ſayour, with great pro= 
priety and aptneſs, perſpicuity and clearneſs, 
FF plainly demonſtrating the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
But at other times, when God ſtands at a di. 
tance, and with- holds the influences of his Spirit. 
they are leſs ſpiritual, their minds and under- 
ſtandings are beclouded, their ideas confuſed, and 
their diſcourſes are more perplexed. When this 
is the caſe, do not deſpiſe them, but rather pity 
and pray for them; and remember miniſters are 
5 but men, men of like paſſions, ſubject to many 


weakneſſes 


_ and to give you an inheritance « _—_ all them which i 
—_ are e ph e 
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| weakneſſes and infirmities as other men are, You 
cannot e them to be perfect any more than 
7 Pour: therefore bear with them; do not _ 
il | expoſe them, but cover all with a mantle of love. _ 
Make not @ man an offender for a word, nor turn 


afide the juſt for a thing of nought, Iſaiah xxix. ; 


20, 21. That ſpirit is very miſchievous and 
hurtful in religion, it renders a man not only uſe- 
| leſs, but exceeding troubleſome to ſociety, there- | 
fore never countenance it. If you love peace, 
and defire the proſperity of the church, be not = Bd 4 5 
3 over-humourſome, nor hard to pleaſe ; lay aſide HF 
an angry, litigious, and quarrelſome ſpirit . 
not every diſguſt or little difference that may ariſe | 
be a ground of ſeparation; do not take occaſion 
(las ſome have done) to negle& your duty, and 
withdraw from the church, which muſt tend to 
its ruin; for, if ſuch a practice be admitted, _ 
N Society, neither civil or religious, can ſtaad 
long, or comfortably ſubſiſt. And now, brethren, | 
Farewel; be perfets, be of good comfort, be of ons 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
hall be with you. To him I commend you, and to 


| the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, | 


D 4 


